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Abstract 

The purpose of this paper is to understand the differences between the standard and actual 

performances, working, processes, practices of large organizations, how they are reason behind 

harming the environment and to also analyze the solution to it. It includes summaries, collation/ 

synthesis of the existing research work. The mentioned data has been collected through internet 

sources, news articles, general articles, research papers, conference papers, reports and studies 

already made and time to time bulletins issued by authorities. The research has revealed the 

actual practices of big organizations, how they cause harm to the environment, policies and 

working of Government and how it can be cured to some extents.  

Keywords: Smart environmental practices,  environmental compliance 

 

Introduction 

The numbers of Companies that have been registered till now under Indian Companies Act are 

around 18, 50,860 Companies among which only 61% are running actively. Out of the given 

figure around6.70 Lakh were closed as on 31 January, 2019 and 1,619 were classified as 

dormant. Other than these, 38,616 companies were in the process of being struck-off, while 

6,328 were under liquidation. Among those struck-off, 100 companies were in the process of 

being. Maharashtra falls on number one in regards to the maximum number of Companies 

registered, followed by Delhi and West Bengal (MCA Bulletin). 

 

Big Fat Companies are the economic groups that yield the large profit and have a great impact on 

social and political world. These are the powerful groups whose activities or products or both 

make the large money. Big Fat Companies include Multi-National Companies, Joint Ventures, 
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Joint Stock Companies etc. Being big in terms of investment, turn over, employees working in, 

profit etc., these organizations have some responsibilities in regards to society and the 

environment, which we even call Corporate Social Responsibility. As the section 135 of the 

Companies Act 2013, the Companies having net worth of Rupees 500 crore or more; or turnover 

of Rupees 100 crore or more; or net profit of Rupees 5 crore or more during their three preceding 

financial year has to constitute a CSR Committee and has to spend at least 2% of the average net 

profit of last three preceding years for its Corporate Social Responsibility Policies (ICSI). 

 

Environment is a condition of our surrounding in which the human beings and animals live in. It 

includes both living and non-living things. There are biotic elements: animals, humans, plants 

and abiotic elements: water, air, soil, sunlight etc. Environment is all about interaction between 

both living and non-living things. Now, what does Environmental Compliances mean? It means 

adherence to various laws, rules, regulations, standards and other requirements of environment 

that includes site permission to operate. Environmental compliances ensure that what should 

initially be done and what actually the organizations are practicing. Environment is being harmed 

by the heavy manufacturing processes of Big Companies and the resultants are easily visible. 

Water, air even the soil isn’t pollution free now. 

 

Literature Review 

 

Air pollution is associated with a broad spectrum of acute and chronic illness, such as lung 

cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and cardiovascular diseases. In the year 

2016, ambient air pollution was responsible for 4.2 million deaths. Industries, households, cars 

and trucks emit complex mixtures of air pollutants, many of which are harmful to health [Global 

Health Observatory (GHO) data]. India and China have registered over 1.2 million deaths in 

2017 from air pollution, which includes ambient as well as household air pollution. State of 

Global Air 2019’s study has reported that the life of South Asian born today will be shortened by 

2 years and 6 months due to growing up in the high level of air pollution (Sushmi Dey, The 

Times of India). The prime air pollutants have been classified into two categories which are, 

indoor and outdoor pollutants. Indoor pollutants are toxic gases produced from the kitchen fuels, 



Periyar Journal of Research in Business and Development Studies, 4(1), January-June 2019, ISSN 2456-0987(O) 
Special Issue: Proceedings of paper(s) presented in National Conference 

  
35 

Bi-annual e-Journal published by Periyar Management and Computer College, New Delhi 
 

building materials i.e. asbestos, lead, etc. Outdoor pollutants are such as remains of fossil fuels, 

carbon particles and metallic particles in the atmosphere from industry and automobiles, toxic 

gases i.e. carbon dioxide, nitrogen monoxide, Sulphur dioxide etc. Delhi has found to have the 

highest concentration of “Respiratory Suspended Particulate System” (RSPM) in the air. The 

amount of RSPM found in the environment of Delhi is highest than any other metro city of India. 

Delhi has also been recognized as the “asthma capital” of India (Debosree Ghosh and Pratap 

Parida Air Pollution and India: Current Scenario). 

 

The problem regarding the fresh water pollution came across around 1970s. The domestic 

sewage and industrial waste discharges being the most critical sources of pollution in cities. This 

resulted in the promulgation of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and 

establishment of the National Water Quality Network in 1979. The sources of water pollution 

include point and non-point sources like discharges from industries and storm water respectively. 

While pollution from point sources can be controlled, it is difficult to control pollution from non-

point sources such as agriculture run-off, leaching from waste disposal sites and storm water.Of 

the total pollution load generated by industrial subsectors, 40%–45% is contributed by the 

processing of industrial chemicals. In terms of the total organic pollution, nearly 40% arises from 

the food industries followed by industrial chemicals, the pulp and paper industry (Shaheen 

Singhal INDIA 2025- Environment). 

 

Objectives of Study 

 

To analyze the harm, damage and destruction which the large organization are causing to the 

environment. 

To find similarities and differences between India and Switzerland by making comparative 

study. 

To study the work done by the Government for the environment, their success and failure. 

 

Standards for Discharge of Environmental Pollutants  
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Petroleum and Oil Industry 

 

 

 Limiting concentration in mg/Nm3, unless stated 

Fuel type Existing refineries New refinery/ 

Furnace/ Boiler 

Sulphur Dioxide 

(SO2) 

Gas 50 50 

Liquid 1700 850 

Oxides of Nitrogen 

(NOx) 

Gas 350 250 

Liquid 450 350 

Particulate Matter 

(PM) 

Gas 10 5 

Liquid 100 50 

Carbon Monoxide 

(CO) 

Gas 150 100 

Liquid 200 250 

Nickel and 

Vanadium 

(Ni+V) 

 

Liquid 

5 5 

Hydrogen Sulphide 

(H2S) in fuel gas 

 

Liquid/ Gas 

150 150 

Sulphur content in 

liquid fuel, weight 

% 

 

Liquid/ Gas 

1.0 0.5 

 

 

What is Hidden Truth on Companies 

 

What else can be more dangerous than knowing that 13 cities out of 20 most polluted cities in the 

world are in India? The Coal India Limited, which is the world’s largest producer of coal with 

revenue of $17.4 billion and employing 3,13,829 people, produces coal through seven of its 
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wholly owned subsidiaries. It emits 86 percent of the country’s total CO2 emission. In year 2015, 

the CO2 emission was 2,076 million tonne, although the figure dropped down to 2,014 million 

tonne the following year yet it is highly damaging. The second & third comes National Thermal 

Power Corporation (NTPC) Limited and Oil and Natural Gas Corporation with CO2 emission of 

about 185.6 million tonne and 149.8 million tonne respectively. There is also a privately owned 

organization in the list of top 100 companies with highest CO2 emission, which is the Reliance 

Industries with CO2 emission of 263.3 million tonne. 

 

The country’s waterways have also suffered a lot after all the industrial and municipal waste 

being drained into rivers and streams on every day basis. The Ganga and the Yamuna have found 

to be in the list of top 10 polluted rivers of the world. Whereas China has only one such river. As 

per the report given by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), there are around 359 industrial 

units, among which 22 are in Haryana, 42 are in Delhi and 17 are in Uttar Pradesh, were found 

discharging and polluting the river. These units include paper, sugar, chemical, leather, distillery 

and pharmaceutical etc. It has several large cities situated on the banks which are Yamunanagar, 

Sonepat, Panipat, Delhi, Agra & Mathura. 95% of the Yamuna’s pollution at Delhi is due to 

discharge of wastewaters from seven major drains i.e. Najafgarh, Yamunapur, Sen Nursing 

Home, Barathpula, Maharanibag, Kalkaji and Tugalakabad. In Delhi, Yamuna River is so 

polluted beyond Okhla, that it doesn’t support any kind of life there. On the other hand, CPCB 

has also reported in year 2016-17, 1109 industrial units were found to be creating maximum 

pollution to River Ganga.  

 

Comparative Study 

 

Comparative study is required to move towards development. It helps in filling the gap between 

the initial stage and the state of development. Its studies the theoretical aspects between both the 

things which are needed to be compared. It help the researcher to find that in what aspects object 

1 is more or less better than object 2. 

 

Similarities and Differences 
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INDIA SWITZERLAND 

Water (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act 1974 

Federal Water Protection Act 1991 

Air (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act 1981  

Federal Environmental Protection Act 

1983 

Environment (Protection) Act 1986 Federal Act of Protection of Nature 

&Culture Heritage 1966 

Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972 Federal Forest Act 1991 

Forest (Conservation) Act 1980 Federal Agriculture Act 1998 

Public Liability Insurance Act 1991 Federal Act on Non-Human Gene 

Technology 

National Green Tribunal Act 2010  

 

India has numerous laws and authorities (Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, 

Central Pollution Control Board & State Pollution Control Board) and Switzerland too, but 

according to the Environmental Performance Index given by Yale Centre for Environmental Law 

and Policy, India stands on 177th whereas Switzerland stands on 1st rank out of 180 countries.  

 

Evaluation 
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Emission Range, Source:  Federal Office of the Environment 

 

Since 1980s, Switzerland has been improving its environmental conditions and has also reduced 

its pollution. As a result, its Air quality has been enhanced since last 25 years. Its quality of air 

has been improved by 50% and in order to move towards lives supporting environment, Swiss 

opts the technologies that are least polluting. In a 2015 study on air quality in 23 European cities, 

the European Environmental Bureau concluded that Zurich had the cleanest air. 

 

Swiss is considered as the sources of various water ways, lakes and rivers, such as Rhine and 

Rhone. It is also known as the water tower of Europe. Number of water station were set up in 

1960s and 70s for water purification, to eliminate micro pollutants and is expected to improve 

more by 2030. 

 

Government Measures 

 

Introduced in the 2010-11 budget at Rs 50 per tonne, the Coal Cess or Clean Energy Cess is 

transferred to the non-lapsable NCEF, under the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

(MNRE), and is used for clean energy projects. 
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The CAG audit report says that total Rs 53,967 crore were collected as Clean Energy Cess from 

2010-11 to 2016-17. Against this, only 28.69 per cent or Rs 15,483 crore had been transferred to 

the NCEF in the public account, resulting in a shortage of Rs 38,484 crore (71 per cent) 

 

According to the Parliamentary Standing Committee reply, less than the amount stipulated has 

been spent on various projects. 

 

According to the 39th report of the Standing Committee on Energy tabled in both houses of the 

parliament, MNRE could utilize only 63 per cent, 65 per cent and 70 per cent of the total fund 

allocation during the 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18 (up to December 2017) respectively.  

Around Rs. 20000 crore were allocated for “Namami Gange” project. But the National Ganga 

Council (NGC) has not yet met even. Whereas the NGC was supposed to meet once in a year. 

All in all, the Government’s performance in regards to change in climate and environmental 

governance has been far from convincing. 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

 

Environmental protection agency should ensure that most of the industries and factories should 

install filters that help to reduce emissions. 

 

Companies to ensure that the smokestacks and vents are properly fitted with filters and are 

cleaned maintained regularly to ensure proper function and should be timely cleaned at equal 

intervals. 

 

Another option is for factories to purchase energy-efficient equipment and use machinery that 

doesn't rely on burning gases to run, although new machinery with higher fuel efficiency can be 

expensive. 

 

Heavy old vehicles should be seized, either personal or commercial; as such vehicles emit carbon 

dioxide and carbon monoxide. 
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Disposing of general trash properly and recycling anything that can be reused is another terrific way to 

help prevent factory pollution.  

Plastic, the major element for causing water pollution, blockages etc., and production of such elements 

which are hazardous and cannot be recycled should be banned.  

Solar energy and wind energy should be used more often instead of burning gases.  

Traditional methods of worshiping rivers and draining corpses in them should come to an end.  

Conclusion 

It is no doubt that the environment we are living in is highly hazardous which is generally due to the high 

CO2 emission and discharging chemical waste by several industrial units. The emissions of toxic gases 

from the vehicles are also one reason behind polluting environment and causing chronic illness. Domestic 

and municipal discharge is also the cause for increase in water pollution. India is running very low in 

terms of treating the atmosphere that too after several laws and regulations. 

As the comparative study shows that the Switzerland has been constantly working for the betterment and 

has enhanced the quality of its air and water up to several extents. The role of government should strongly 

increase and the entire fund allocated to the environment should be fully utilized. There are always 

solutions to problems, but for such dangerous problem there has to some serious and convincing 

solutions. 

Industrialization, advancing urbanization and better infrastructure has become a trend in 21th century. But 

are we even acknowledging one major threat, that they are gradually extinguishing lives. Such 

industrialization without restrictions, urbanization without sustainability and better infrastructure without 

a breathable atmosphere are of no use, whatever we’ve started for the betterment of mankind are later 

proven as the slow poisons to several lives. 
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