
Periyar Journal of Research in Business and Development Studies, 3(2), July-December 2018, ISSN 2456-0987(O)  
16 

Bi-annual e-Journal published by Periyar Management and Computer College, New Delhi 
 
 

 

           Political Culture and Political Socialization for Social Change and Sustainability  
                       

                         Dr. Sheikh Mohd Arif 
                       Post Doctoral Research Fellow   

                       Indian Council of Social Science & Research, at 

                       (SNCWD)  Jamia Millia Islamia Islamia ND-25 

                       (drsmarif1@gmail.com)  (sarif.pdf@jmi.ac.in) 

 

Abstract 

World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987, Defined sustainable development, 

as    “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs”. Sustainable development has emerged as the guiding 

principle for long-term global development. Consisting of three pillars, sustainable development 

seeks to achieve, in a balanced manner, economic development, social development and 

environmental protection. In order to achieve these goals the entire nations have to formulate 

and adopt such policies they are favorable in it way. In this paper i am taking political Culture 

and Political Socialization as an agent that will generate the able citizens who could ensure the 

agenda of sustainability and that could be possible by incorporation such goals in the political 

society by virtue of socialization. The paper will highlight one element of the three goals 

mention above that is “sustainability through Social Development by Political Socialization”.  
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Introduction  

In Modern political life and political systems that operate in an environment where 

change is an present reality. Be the change is represented by war, or election defeat or civil 

disobedience, governments and public institutions frequently faced  the prospect of instability. In 

any political culture, be it a democratic or other, there are three levels in operation. At the first 

level there will be day to day political attitudes of the citizen. This is routine: individuals vote, 

supports a particular parties or rejected, governments are formed and laws are passed. Much of 

the political activity takes place at this level. There is, however, an intermediate level of the 

political culture where certain aspects of the political system are institutionalized. Here one finds 

constitutions, the legal system and other regulatory mechanisms concerning the organisation of 

political and social life. These are long term influences and usually establish an environment 

within which routine political action takes place. There is a close interaction between these two 

levels: an election victory for one party can lead to changes in the constitution or the legal 

framework, though the existence of a constitution may itself constrain the actions of politicians 

despite the outcome of elections. Change can occur at this level, but it often meets resistance. 

Much of this resistance can be attributed to the influence of a further level of political culture. If 

culture is transmitted from generation to generation through family, education and society, so too 

is political culture. In part, a constitution does this, but not in every case. To achieve stability and 

continuity, other conditions are necessary. At this primary level of political culture it is possible 

to locate those elements which operate as long-term influences on the society. The basic values 

of a community can be found here: religion, nationalism and language are among the most 

important, though others might also be included. These values usually do two things. They 

express the unity of the society and distinguish it from all others, and they contribute to the 

ordering of policy priorities within it. This level is usually based on consensus, and it could be 

argued that without some basic consensus on values there cannot be a political culture. A 

political culture contains certain values which are shared by all in a particular society. Although 
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it influences routine political activity, its main function is that of system maintenance and 

consequently places a high value on continuity. The values which are associated with a political 

culture will create a strong sense of identity among its members. This does not preclude divisions 

within the political culture. These will exist and will be represented by subcultures based on 

gender, class or age among others. Political socialization is the method by which these values are 

transmitted to each generation. While the core values of a political culture do not change easily, 

the process of political socialization is affected by changes in the society and this may have an 

impact not only on how the values are transmitted, but on how they are received or internalized. 

Thus, it is possible that in the process of change the values themselves may become matters for 

division or debate.i 

 

What is Political Culture? 

As per oxford dictionary of social science, Political culture refers to the attitudes, beliefs, 

and values that underlie a society's political system.  International Encyclopedia of the Social 

Sciences defines political culture as the "set of attitudes, beliefs and sentiments that give order 

and meaning to a political process and which provide the underlying assumptions and rules that 

govern behavior in the political system". It encompasses both the political ideals and operating 

norms of a polity. Political culture is thus the manifestation of the psychological and subjective 

dimensions of politics. A political culture is the product of both the history of a political system 

and the histories of the members. Thus it is rooted equally in public events and private 

experience. Political culture was first proposed by Gabriel Almond in 1963, and the term was 

imitated to solve the micro problem that how people affect their political system and vice-versa. 

Political culture was thus understood to transcend the individual, but not to the extent that it 

neglects individual’s actions entirely. True individuals were socialized into their culture, but also 

produce and reproduce it. Culture was also understood to constrain political systems, without 

being identical to them: only certain systems could fit a given culture, but the unintended 

consequences of institutions might alter the culture that creates them. ii  

What Is Political Socialization? 

Political Socialization is a process by which People are inducted into the political culture, 

this happens in a way that older members of society teach younger members the rules and norms 

of political life. However, young people also can and do actively promote their own political 

learning, and they can influence adults’ political behavior as well.iii Political scientists Gabriel 

Almond and James Coleman are advocate that we “do not inherit our political behavior, 

attitudes, values, and knowledge through our genes.” iv Instead, we come to understand our role 

and to “fit in” to our political culture through the political learning process. The second thought 

of political philosophers believe that  Political learning is a broad concept that encompasses both 

the active and passive and the formal and informal ways in which people mature politically.v 

And some others believe that individuals develop a political self, a sense of personal 

identification with the political world. Developing a political self begins when children start to 

feel that they are part of a political community. They acquire the knowledge, beliefs, and values 

that help them comprehend government and politics.vi. 

Thus Political socialization is a particular type of political learning whereby people 

develop the attitudes, values, beliefs, opinions, and behaviors that are conducive to becoming 

good citizens in their country. Socialization is largely a one-way process through which young 

people gain an understanding of the political world through their interaction with adults and the 

media.vii 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Encyclopedia_of_the_Social_Sciences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Encyclopedia_of_the_Social_Sciences
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polity
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Sustainability  

The United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for sustainable Development in the  

Summit held at New York from 25 to 27 September 2015. The Agenda is a broad and universal 

policy agenda, with 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with 169 associated targets 

which are integrated and indivisible. Building on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 

the 2030 Agenda seeks to guide Member States to transform their approach to achieve inclusive, 

people-centred and sustainable development with no one left behind.  

That we recognizing that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including 

extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for 

sustainable development. All countries and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative partnership, 

will implement this plan. To resolved to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty and 

want and to heal and secure our planet. To be determined to take the bold and transformative 

steps which are urgently needed to shift the world onto a sustainable and resilient path. As an 

embark we on this collective journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind. The 17 

Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets which we are announcing today demonstrate the 

scale and ambition of this new universal Agenda. They seek to build on the Millennium 

Development Goals and complete what these did not achieve. They seek to realize the human 

rights of all and to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls. They 

are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable development: the 

economic, social and environmental. The inter-linkages and integrated nature of the SDGs are of 

crucial importance in ensuring that the purpose of the new Agenda is realized. If we realize our 

ambitions across the full extent of the Agenda, the lives of all will be profoundly improved and 

our world will be transformed for the better.viii 

Sustainability, Social Growth & Political Socialization   

 Any  nation to be the part of the above mention goal of sustainable development need the 

better citizens and able administrators for ensuring the goal of sustainability, hence the process 

of socializing the people will ensure all the three elements: the economic, social and 

environmental. Social Change is vital to sustainability goals, David Griggs and colleagues argue 

convincingly that sustainable development goals (SDGs) should enhance the role of natural 

capital and ecosystem services within a framework of economic development and poverty 

reduction.  They believe that it is also crucial to factor social change into the SDG process.  

It will be essential to motivate, guide and support social change towards sustainable 

practices at all scales of governance — globally, nationally and individually. Simply setting 

ambitious goals will not generate these changes: their formulation must include details of the 

processes needed to achieve them. For example, SDG targets should take into account 

ideologies, religious beliefs and institutions, including formal and informal rules and customs. 

Setting targets in terms of specific and simple changes would help to overcome 

institutional inertia, induce desirable shifts in governance and lead to changes in people's 

behaviour. One such example might be to build formal accounting of carbon dioxide emissions 

and reporting practices into global trade and retail chains as part of international climate 

agreements. 

Another suggestion would be to use the SDGs to create global networks for problem-

solving, or social-innovation 'labs', which could catalyse new sets of rules, ways of thinking 

and processes for action and decision-making. ix 

Hence the need of the hour is that people have to be socialized in a way that the ensure 

the goal of sustainability, for that  political culture has to be built in such a way that political-

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
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economic interests, power relations and institutions need to be reconfigured in order to allow a 

break from existing, well-worn development pathways.  There is a need to recognise the 

multiple goals and possible futures given priority by different people and groups across scales, as 

well as the disputes and trade-offs among them. The challenge is thus "to open up the politics of 

sustainability to recognise and enable negotiation among different possible pathways.  

Take the fight against rural hunger, for example. Professor Leach asks: "Does sustainable 

development mean improving food security through boosting agricultural productivity, using 

modern plant breeding and genetic engineering to roll out technical solutions at scale? Or does it 

mean tackling diverse local food insecurities shaped by ecological market, social, and 

institutional contexts through farmer-participatory approaches? Or some other approach not yet 

developed?" The same dilemmas apply for energy, water, health and countless other crucial 

development challenges. 

Obviously not all pathways can be pursued and trade-offs will happen. However, 

Professor Leach argues that revealing alternative, possibly hidden, pathways can create a 

desirable mix of approaches, policy, technology and economics that will "allow decision-makers 

and users to select, adapt, and innovate creatively to suit different contexts and values." 

But how can this happen, given the complexity and uncertainty surrounding the 

environmental and economic processes upon which pathways to sustainable development 

depend? While acknowledging there are no simple answers Professor Leach sets out four 

practical ways forward. 

1. Participation, mobilisation, collaboration and opportunism 

The first – deliberating goals – focuses on strategies for deliberative governance which 

seek to bring diverse people and perspectives into the centre of decision-making processes, 

ensuring that decision-makers are engaged with multiple stakeholders. 

Mobilising citizens, the second area, acknowledges the vital role of citizen action and 

activism in opening up pathways to sustainability. From high-profile international activism such 

as in the peasant movement La Via Campesina, to a myriad smaller struggles, sustainability-

relevant, "globalisation from below" activism can encompass sometimes diverse and dissenting 

local and global perspectives but can help get different perspectives noticed and keep them on 

the map. 

A third practical way forward focuses on building networks, to counteract dominant ones 

or support alternative politicalor policy ideas. Professor Leach writes: "Experience points to 

"shadow networks" (such as the networks of scientists, activists, and local people who have 

made the case for adaptive river basin management in Southeast Asia) and their coordinated 

efforts to develop alternatives, build the case for them and identify and exploit political 

opportunities." 

Finally, exploiting openings, advocates the judicious exploitation of windows of 

opportunities for new ideas, which sometimes occur during times of crisis, transition and change. 

"Opening up sustainability is about cultivating a wider breadth of knowledge and 

experience to define goals and appropriate ways of reaching them, enabling the diversity that is 

required to respect different ecological and social contexts and to keep options open in the face 

of the unexpected," concludes Professor Leach. In moving forward towards 2015, translating the 

HLP's important arguments and illustrative goals into ones that will bring about real change in 

real settings, such messages will be key.x 
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Conclusion and discussion  

Hence in the conclusion of the matter is that for the sustainable development for 

achieving the objective goals economic development, social development and environmental 

protection, every nation has to focus on the factors that can promote the goals. In this paper I 

focused on the political culture and political socialization as a factor for social development and 

sustainability, and it is by the incorporation such culture in the society that can help in attaining 

the above mentioned goals of sustainability. Once the society attaint such political culture they 

will automatically help in attaining these goals, and also transmitting the culture in the future 

generations.  
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